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JOSEPH BROWN, 

The Brown relationship trace their ancestry to Jos¬ 

eph Brown, whose wife was Hannah M’Afferty. They 

lived a few years in Bath County, on the Bull Pasture; 

thence removed and settled on lands now owned by 

the Mann family, near Ed ray. Some fruit trees and a 

line spring indicate the spot where they lived, about 

three-fourths of a mile east of the Mann residence. 

Mr Brown died a few years after settling here, but 

was survived by his widow for many years. She be¬ 

came suddenly blind, and remained so for twenty 

years. She spent her time in knitting, and taught 

many of her grand-daughters to knit. Among them 

was the late Mrs Thomas Nicholas. Mrs Nicholas 

would often tell how her grandmother would take her 

little hands into hers and put them through the motions 

until she could knit herself. A few years before her 

decease, Mrs Brown recovered her sight as quickly as 

she had lost it, and could count chickens and geese 

forty yards away. 

The widow Brown’s daughters Polly and Hannah 

lived and died at tin? old home. 

Rachel Brown was married to William Brock, and 

settled on the homestead. 

Ann Brown became the wife of Jeremiah Friel. 

Elizabeth Brown .married a Mr McGuire, and lived 

in Nicholas. 

Joseph Brown, Senior, went to Nicholas County. 

His son Wesley Btown—a Confederate soldier—was 
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at Ed ray during the great war between the States, and 

made himself known to his relatives. 

John Brown was a soldier in the war of 1812, and 

never returned. 

Josiah Brown, in whose memory this sketch is spec¬ 

ially prepared, was the eldest of Joseph Brown’s sons, 

and he married Jennie Waddell, near Millpoint. He 

was born June 22, 1777, his wife was born April 4th, 

1771; married in 1799, and settled on the western sec¬ 

tion of the Brown homestead. They were the parents 

of seven daughters. 

Eleanor Brown, born August 6, 1802, was married 

to Zechariah Barnett, from Lewis County, West Vir¬ 

ginia. In reference to her family the following par¬ 

ticulars are given: John Wesley and John Andrew 

Barnett died young, and Josiah Barnett. Sarah Jane 

Barnett was married to George McLaughlin, late of 

Driftwood. He was a Confederate soldier. Hannah 

Barnett married William Townsend. Martha Barnett, 

lately deceased. James, Thomas, Stephen, and New¬ 

ton Barnett are well known citizens near Driftwood. 

The three first named were Confederate soldiers. 

Hannah Brown was married to Jacob Arbaugh, who 

was from near Millpoint, and first settled on Sugartree 

Run, a part of the Brown homestead. Her children 

were Eliza Jane, Susannah Simms, Lauretta Frances, 

Nancy Caroline, John Allen, George Brown, James 

Marion, William Hanson, and Joseph Newton. John 

A. Arbaugh was a Confederate soldier, and died in 

1861, at the Lockridge Spring, near Driscol. George 

and James passed through the war. George Arbaugh 
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was in the 31st Regiment of Virginia Infantry. 

Shortly after the war, Jacob Arbaugh moved to 

Jackson County, Missouri, which he jocularly referred 

to as his twentieth change of homes since his marriage. 

Jennie Brown, born October 9, 1805, was married 

to John Friel, son of Jeremiah Friel the pioneer, and 

settled on a section of the Friel homestead on the 

Greenbrier River. 
* t 

Ann Brown, born December 9, 1806, was married 

to James Courtney, and first settled on a part of the 

homestead. Their children were Andrew Jackson, 

Thomas, George Washington, Hanson, who died at the 

age of six years; Jane, who is now Mrs Adam Geiger; 

Julia, who is now Mrs James Rhea; and Hannah, who 

is now Mrs Godfrey Geiger. Andrew Courtney was 

a Confederate soldier, and died a prisoner of war at 

Fort Delaware. Thomas Courtney was also a Confed¬ 

erate soldier, survived the war, and now lives near 

Marlinton. George W. Courtney was a Confederate 

soldier, survived the war, but died near Buckeye in 

1887. 

Martha Brown, born February 14, 1808, was mar¬ 

ried to William Waugh, son of Samuel Waugh, the 

pioneer, and settled at the old home. Martha was 

known in her family as “daddy’s boy.,” since she was 

constantly out of doors with her father. She could 

harness the teams, plough, or drive the sled, as occa¬ 

sion required. She was the mother of ten children: 

Davis, Zane, Robert, Enos, Ozias, William Clark, 

Jane Miriam, Mary Ann, and Almira. She died in 

Missouri, having lived awhile in ITpshur County, West 
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Virginia, then in Iowa. 

Miriam Brown \\a8 born August 6, 1810, was first 

married to James Walker Twyman, a native of Aug¬ 

usta County. Mr Twyman was a school teacher. 

They first settled on Elk, where they lived two or 

three years. The land he worked on Elk had been a 

part of David Hannah's. Mr Twyman put out a field 

of corn that grew finely and was very promising, but 

early in August there was a heavy frost; he became 

discouraged, gave up his land, and moved to Green¬ 

brier River to land given them by Joseph Brown. 

Here he taught school; having the Friels, Moores, and 

Sharps for pupils. Mr Twyman had business in Hun¬ 

tersville the 17th of January, 1834, and on his return 

was drowned in Thorny Creek. The Greenbrier home 

was just above the “Bridger Place.” Their daughter 

Mary Frances is now Mrs Otlio W. Ruckman, on In¬ 

dian Draft. 

Mrs Twyman’s second marriage was to the late 

Thomas Nicholas, on the Indian Draft, near Edray. 

Mr Nicholas was a skillful mechanic—a much respect¬ 

ed and prosperous citizen. 

Mary Brown was born April 13, 1812, and was mar¬ 

ried to Jacob Waugh, and lived in Buckhannon. She 

was the mother of fifteen children—five only lived to 

be grown. Her sons were Brown, Enoch, Homer, 

and John William. The daughter, Leah Waugh, was 

the third wife of the late Dr Pleasant Smith, of Edray. 

The history of Josiah Brown was one of humble toil 

and self sacrifice for the good of his family. In the 
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course of his life he endured great personal suffering 

and afflictions. He was bitten twice by rattlesnakes 

when in the ranges looking after his live stock. Once 

he was with his neighbor, William Sharp, who cared 

for him and helped him home. The second time he 

was alone, and it is believed he saved his life by put¬ 

ting his lips to the punctures and sucking out the poi¬ 

son. Finally, a strange sore appeared in the corner 

of one of his eyes and spread over most of the right 

side of his face. Many believed this was the result of 

the snake bites. It caused him excruciating suffer^ 

ings, that were greatly intensified by the efforts of 

sympathizing, well meaning friends to cure him. 

Sad and pathetic memories of his brother, John 

Brown, seemed to be ever haunting his mind, and the 

teai^s seemed to be ever ready to flow at the mention 

of his name. In the war of 1812 Josiah Brown was 

drafted for service at Norfolk, Virginia. John Brown 

a younger brother, being unmarried, volunteered in 

his brother’s place and was accepted, and was ordered 

to report for service at the Warm Springs. John 

seems to have been a very pious youth. On the even- 

sng before his departure for the seat of war, he came 

over to his brother Josiah's to bid them all farewell 

and have one more season of prayer and supplication. 

Then as he went away over the fields he was heard 

singing, “When I can read my title clear. ” This was 

the last ever seen or heard of him by his brother 

Josiah’s family, as he never came back from the war. 

Truly, Josiah Brown’s history is a sad and touching 

one. He now knows, no doubt, what Moses meant 
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when he prayed: 4‘Make me glad according to the 

days wherein thou hast afflicted me and the years 

wherein I have seen evil.” 

WILLIAM AULDRIDGE. 

William Auldridge, Senior, the ancestor and found¬ 

er of the family relationship of that name in our coun¬ 

ty, was a native of England. His mother, who by 

her second marriage became Mrs John Johnson, 

a pioneer of Marlinton, lived to be more than one hun¬ 

dred years of age. His wife was Mary Cochran. Mr 

Auldridge built up a home at the Bridger Notch, and 

it is believed the old barn stood on the spot where one 

of the Bridger boys died. This place is now owned 

by William Auldridge, a grandson. 

. There were six sons and three daughters: Sarah, 

Elizabeth, Nancy, Thomas, William, John, Samuel, 

James, and Richard. 

Thomas Auldridge, the eldest son, when in his 

prime was considered one of the strongest men physi¬ 

cally in West Pocahontas. The first revelation of his 

strength was at a log rolling. The champion of the 

day attempted to take young Auldridge’s handspike— 

which was a fancy article of its kind. The young 

athlete picked up both the champion and the disputed 

handspike and laid them on the log heap, with appar¬ 

ent ease. 

Upon his marriage with Elizabeth Morrison, daugh¬ 

ter of James Morrison, on Hills Creek, Thomas Auld¬ 

ridge leased lands now owned by John R. Poage near 
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Clover Lick, where he spent most of his working days. 

He then bought of Jacob Arbaugh and Captain Wil¬ 

liam Young, near Indian Draft, and opened up the 

property now owned by his son, Thomas Auldridge. 

The sons of Thomas Auldridge, Senior, were James, 

William, Thomas, and the daughters were Sarah, Eliz¬ 

abeth, and Mary. 

Ja nes Auldridge, the eldest son, first married Mary 

Ann Barlow, and settled on land now occupied by 

Nath in Barlow, and then moved to the home near 

E Jray where he nrw resides. His children were Hen¬ 

ry, Miriam, Elizabeth, Moffett, and George. He was 

sadly bereaved of his first family by the ravages of dis¬ 

ease, one son George, alone was spared. James1 sec¬ 

ond wife was Julia A. Duncan, a grand daughter of 

Colonel John Baxter. One daughter, Mary, now Mrs 

Lee Carter. George Auldridge, the survivor of the 

first family, married Huldah Cassel, and lives on the 

homestead near Edrav. 

William Auldridge married Elizabeth Moore, and 

settled on a part of the homestead. Their children 

were Milinda, Hanson, and Eliza. 

Thomas Auldridge, Junior, married Catherine Moore 

and lived on the homestead. Tvvo daughters, Mrs 

Margaret Hannah, on Bucks Run, and Mrs Ida Mc¬ 

Clure, who lives on a part of the old homestead. 

Sarah Auldridge, daughter of Thomas Auldridge, 

Senior, married the late J. Harvey Curry, near Frost. 

Her life is believed to have been shortened by the ex¬ 

posure and exertion due to the burning of the home 

near Frost. Her son Ellis Curry married Miss Rock, 
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and lives near Dunmore. William Curry went to Mis¬ 

souri. Mary Curry married Benjamin Arbogast, and 

lives near Greenbank. E nma Curry married William 

T. McClintic, and lives near Beverly. Bessie married 

J. K. B. Wooddell, and lives iu Ritchie County. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Henry Moore and lives 

near Driftwood. 

Mary Ann Auldridge married William Moore, of 

Elk. One daughter, Ann Moore, survives her. 

William Auldridge, Junior, married Nancy Kellison 

and settled on the Greenbrier, two miles below the 

mouth of Swago. Their only child, Martha, married 

Geore Hill, son of Abram Hill of Hills Creek. While 

he was in service in 1861 at Yralley Mountain he con¬ 

tracted the measles. He came home and his wife took 

down also with the same disease, and the two died 

within a week of each other, leaving a daughter, who 

is now Mrs Robert Shafer. William Auldridge's sec¬ 

ond wife was a Miss Shafer. Her son, James Edgar 

Atildridge, lives on the homestead. 

John Auldridge married Rebecca Smith, who is par¬ 

ticularly mention in the memoirs of John Smith, of 

Stony Creek. 

Samuel Auldridge, son of William Auldridge the 

ancestor, married Miriam Barlow and settled at the 

Bridger Notch, finally on Greenbrier River near 

Stamping Creek. His children by the first marriage 

were William, John, and Mary Ann. Mary Ann died 

young. John was a Confederate soldier and was kill¬ 

ed in battle. William lives at Midpoint. 

Samuel Auldridge's second wife was Susan Grimes. 
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Mention is made of her family in the Grimes memoir. 

James Anldridge was a tailor by occupation, worked 

awhile at Frankford, and then went to Missouri. 

Richard Auldridge, youngest son of William the an¬ 

cestor, married Hannah Smith, daughter of John 

Smith. 

Sarah Auldridge married William McClure, and set¬ 

tled on the Greenbrier River, below Beaver Creek. 

Their children were James, Rachel, Mary, and Bessie. 

Rachel became Mrs Jacob Pyles; Mary, Mrs George 

Overholt, on Swago. Bessie died in her youth. James 

McClure was married three times: First wife, Miss 

McComb; second, Mies Pyles; and third, Miss Frances 

Adkinson. He lives on the homestead. 

Elizabeth Auldridge married Jacob McNeil, and 

settled in Floyd County, Virginia. 

Nancy Auldridge was married to the late Moore Mc¬ 

Neil, on Swago. 

Thus closes fer the present the chronicles of this 

worthy man’s family. The writer would make men¬ 

tion of the assistance given him by James Auldridge 

and his son George. 

The venerable man whose history we have been 

tracing—as illustrated by his descendants—was a very 

estimable person. He was an ever busy, industrious, 

and exemplary citizen. His influence was ever for 

sincere piety, strict honesty, and quiet judicious atten¬ 

tion to his own concerns. These same qualities char¬ 

acterize many of his worthy posterity. Early in his 

manhood he was greatly disabled bp a falling tree and 

was seriously crippled for life; and yet the work he 
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and his children accomplished in opening up abundant 

homes, under difficulties, is truly remarkable and wor¬ 

thy of special appreciation. He loved to hunt, and on 

oue occasion came near being killed by a panther from 

which he escaped with difficulty. 

Mr Auldridge, owing to his disabled condition, be¬ 

came a school teacher, and pursued that vocation for 

years, and did much good in that line. When he died 

at an advanced age several years since, the common 

remark was that one of our best old men had gone 

from us. 

CHRISTOPHER HEROLD. 

Among the prosperous citizens of Pocahontas Coun¬ 

ty in its early development, Christopher Herold de¬ 

serves recognition of a special character. He was of 

pure German parentage—his immediate ancestry came 

from the Fatherland, settling in Pennsylvania, thence 

removing to Virginia. Though he could not read 

English, no one would have suspected it, so well post¬ 

ed he seemed to be in politieal matters and current 

affairs. His powers of memory were surprising, and 

his business sagacity was equal to any of his contem¬ 

poraries. He was honest and enterprising. He and 

his sons accumulated an immense landed estate on Elk, 

Douthards Creek, and other places, amounting to many 

thousands acres. 

Christopher Herold married Elizabeth Cook, of 

Pendleton County, and soon after their marriage lo¬ 

cated on Back Creek, now known as the Thomas 
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